
DuPont 
Moves Forward

Wilmington, Del.-based
DuPont has announced its
intention to purchase the 24
percent of DuPont Canada
that it does not already
own. The Board of Directors
of DuPont Canada has rec-
ommended public share-
holders accept the offer.

In related news, in its
tender offer for DuPont
Canada, DuPont disclosed
it is in negotiations with a
third party for the sale of
DuPont Textiles & Interiors
(DTI), which became a
wholly owned subsidiary of
DuPont in February 2003.
DuPont had announced a
year earlier it would sepa-

rate DTI by the end of 
this year.

DTI, which includes
DuPont’s nylon fiber, 
polyester fiber and Lycra®

brand fiber businesses, as
well as intermediates and
joint ventures, is said to 
be the world’s largest inte-
grated fiber business, with
annual segment sales 

estimated at $6.5 billion.
It has been widely

reported that Wichita,
Kan.-based Koch Indus-
tries is the likely suitor.
Koch has not commented.

DuPont stated, “DuPont
continues to consider all
options to separate DTI,
including an initial public
offering.”

Latest Previous Year 
U.S. Textile Indicators: Month+ Month++ Ago

Employment (Bureau of Labor Statistics, thousands) 415 419 440
Production workers (BLS, thousands) 346 348 373
Weekly earnings (BLS) $479.12 $478.74 $483.48
Weekly hours worked (BLS) 40.4 40.7 41.4
Textile production index (Federal Reserve Board, 1997=100) 79.3 79.5 81.7
Textile capacity utilization (FRB) 71.8 71.9 72.8
Producer price index, textiles & apparel (BLS, 1982=100) 119.6 119.7 120.1

Man-made fibers (1982=100) 106.3 106.7 106.3
Processed yarns & threads (1982=100) 103.0 102.4 102.5
Greige fabrics (1982=100) 108.1 110.5 112.8
Finished fabrics (1982=100) 120.4 121.3 120.6
Home furnishings (1982=100) 121.9 121.9 122.3
Carpet (1982=100) 131.5 130.6 130.5

*Manufacturers’ textile mill sales (Dept. of Commerce, millions) $3,555 $3,333 $3,431
**Manufacturers’ textile product sales (DOC, millions) $3,119 $3,135 $2,973
Manufacturers’ textile mill inventories (DOC, millions) $4,925 $4,909 $5,383
Manufacturers’ textile product inventories (DOC, millions) $4,587 $4,528 $4,423
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile mills 1.39 1.47 1.57
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile products 1.47 1.44 1.49
Clothing & accessories retail sales (DOC, millions, seasonally adjusted) $14,372 $14,903 $14,597
Stock price index (Standard & Poor’s, 1994=100) 122.2 137.2 141.4
Imports (DOC, millions, February year-to-date total) $13,626 $7,086 $11,844
Exports (DOC, millions, February year-to-date total) $2,432 $1,213 $2,360

U.S. Economic Indicators:
Employment (BLS, thousands) 137,348 137,408 136,450
Unemployment rate (BLS) 5.8 5.8 5.5
Industrial production index (FRB, 1997=100) 110.1 110.7 108.9
Consumer price index (BLS, 1982-84=100) 183.9 183.3 177.1
Producer price index (BLS, 1982=100) 137.1 134.3 128.5
Personal income (DOC, billions) $9,127.7 $9,102.8 $8,700.9
Disposable personal income (DOC, billions) $7,971.5 $7,886.0 $7,391.2
Disposable personal income per capita (DOC) $27,752 $27,703 $28,853
Housing starts (DOC, millions, thousands, seasonally adjusted) 1,685 1,811 1,629
Operating rates — all industries (FRB) 74.8 75.3 75.0

+ Preliminary    ++ Revised
*Textile mill numbers include yarns, spinning, texturing, throwing and twisting, and all types of fabrics and finishing.
**Textile products numbers include carpet and rugs, curtains, draperies, other home textiles, canvas, tire cord, and fabric and textile bags.

Textile Barometers See www.TTeexxttiilleeWWoorrlldd.com for expanded textile industry financial news.
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