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tic textile and apparel
activity, even after allow-
ing for further import
advances. 

Indeed, there already
are signs of picking up.
The latest monthly report
of purchasing executives
shows an increase in tex-

tile orders. Factors behind
the projected economic
uptrend would have to
include: rising consumer
confidence as employment
picks up; the wealth effect
stemming from a stronger
stock market; little or no
appreciable rise in interest

rates; the continuing
absence of inflationary
pressures; and a second
round of tax benefits as
2004 refund checks reflect
lower rates retroactive to
early 2003.

Another plus for 
future consumer spending:

the large cash flows 
coming from housing 
in the form of more 
refinancings, house sales
and equity loans. Totals
here next year could 
come to $300 billion — 
on top of 2003’s estimated
$600 billion.
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Textile Barometers See www.TTeexxttiilleeWWoorrlldd.com for expanded textile industry financial news.

Latest Previous Year 
U.S. Textile Indicators: Month+ Month++ Ago
Textile mill employment (Bureau of Labor Statistics, thousands) 254.8 257.7 287.5
Mill product employment (BLS, thousands) 179.6 179.6 195.4
Textile mill production workers (BLS, thousands) 209.6 212.5 241.4
Mill product production workers (BLS, thousands) 141.2 141.2 154.3
Textile mill weekly earnings (BLS) $470.37 $475.95 $466.83
Mill product weekly earnings (BLS) $459.59 $469.04 $426.47
Textile mill weekly hours worked (BLS) 39.0 39.0 40.0
Mill product weekly hours worked (BLS) 40.5 40.8 38.9
Textile production index (Federal Reserve Board, 1997=100) 75.1 74.9 82.3
Textile capacity utilization (FRB) 68.7 68.5 74.2
Producer price index, textiles & apparel (BLS, 1982=100) 119.5 119.6 119.7

Man-made fibers (1982=100) 106.4 106.9 106.6
Processed yarns & threads (1982=100) 103.5 103.7 102.4
Greige fabrics (1982=100) 110.1 110.6 112.5
Finished fabrics (1982=100) 121.1 121.2 120.9
Home furnishings (1982=100) 122.2 122.1 122.2
Carpet (1982=100) 134.0 134.7 131.2

*Manufacturers’ textile mill sales (Dept. of Commerce, millions) $3,210 $3,202 $3,509
**Manufacturers’ textile product sales (DOC, millions) $2,934 $2,913 $2,886
Manufacturers’ textile mill inventories (DOC, millions) $5,004 $5,028 $5,004
Manufacturers’ textile product inventories (DOC, millions) $5,046 $5,011 $4,937
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile mills 1.56 1.57 1.43
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile products 1.72 1.72 1.71
Clothing & accessories retail sales (DOC, millions, seasonally adjusted) $15,147 $15,126 $14,484
Stock price index (Standard & Poor’s, 1994=100) 142.1 138.2 129.1
Imports (DOC, millions, September year-to-date total) $64,947 $56,297 $59,803
Exports (DOC, millions, September year-to-date total) $11,675 $10,404 $11,951

U.S. Economic Indicators:
Employment (BLS, thousands) 138,014 137,573 136,988
Unemployment rate (BLS) 6.0 6.1 5.8
Industrial production index (FRB, 1997=100) 110.6 110.2 111.3
Consumer price index (BLS, 1982-84=100) 185.2 184.6 181.0
Producer price index (BLS, 1982=100) 138.5 138.0 132.0
Personal income (DOC, billions) $9,247.0 $9,156.0 $8,958.9
Disposable personal income (DOC, billions) $8,264.4 $8,073.4 $7,859.9
Disposable personal income per capita (DOC) $28,434 $27,855 $27,313
Housing starts (DOC, millions, thousands, seasonally adjusted) 1,888 1,826 1,810
Operating rates — all industries (FRB) 74.7 74.5 76.0

+ Preliminary    ++ Revised
*Textile mill numbers include yarns, spinning, texturing, throwing and twisting, and all types of fabrics and finishing.
**Textile products numbers include carpet and rugs, curtains, draperies, other home textiles, canvas, tire cord, and fabric and textile bags.


