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the recent increase in tex-
tile import prices as the US
dollar weakens. At last
report, import quotes were
running better than 3 per-
cent above a year earlier,
in marked contrast to the
virtually flat pattern noted
for domestic textile tags.

A Statistical Note
TTWW’s textile mill prod-

ucts price index shown on
page 20 has been revised
to reflect ongoing changes
in overall industry data
collection — away from
the old Standard Industrial
Classification approach

and towards the new
North American Industrial
Classification System
(NAICS). Since past data
under the NAICS break-
down are not available, the
new series uses December
2003 as its reference point.

This revision has result-

ed in lower index numbers
than under the old 1982
base. Also note that by
linking the old and new
series together, TTWW believes
the chart presents realistic
estimates of the month-to-
month changes that have
occurred over the past year.

Business & Financial
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Textile Barometers See www.TTeexxttiilleeWWoorrlldd.com for expanded textile industry financial news.

Latest Previous Year 
U.S. Textile Indicators: Month+ Month++ Ago
Textile mill employment (Bureau of Labor Statistics, thousands) 237.2 237.1 274.2
Mill product employment (BLS, thousands) 177.2 175.7 187.2
Textile mill production workers (BLS, thousands) 202.5 202.4 234.5
Mill product production workers (BLS, thousands) 144.9 143.4 150.7
Textile mill weekly earnings (BLS) $491.67 $488.03 $473.22
Mill product weekly earnings (BLS) $439.99 $450.30 $429.63
Textile mill weekly hours worked (BLS) 40.2 40.2 39.7
Mill product weekly hours worked (BLS) 38.8 40.0 39.2
Textile production index (Federal Reserve Board, 1997=100) 78.0 78.3 80.4
Textile capacity utilization (FRB) 73.7 73.8 73.2
Producer price index, textiles & apparel (BLS, 1982=100) 119.6 119.8 119.3

Man-made fibers (1982=100) 104.9 105.4 106.3
Processed yarns & threads (1982=100) 107.0 107.0 102.6
Greige fabrics (1982=100) 111.3 111.0 111.7
Finished fabrics (1982=100) 120.3 121.0 120.4
Home furnishings (1982=100) 123.2 123.2 122.3
Carpet (1982=100) 131.5 131.1 130.6

*Manufacturers’ textile mill sales (Dept. of Commerce, millions) $3,375 $3,413 $3,314
**Manufacturers’ textile product sales (DOC, millions) $3,187 $3,297 $2,750
Manufacturers’ textile mill inventories (DOC, millions) $4,917 $4,944 $4,838
Manufacturers’ textile product inventories (DOC, millions) $5,086 $5,088 $5,006
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile mills 1.46 1.45 1.46
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile products 1.60 1.54 1.82
Clothing & accessories retail sales (DOC, millions, seasonally adjusted) $16,017 $15,711 $14,618
Stock price index (Standard & Poor’s, 1994=100) 158.9 153.5 133.4
Imports (DOC, millions, February year-to-date total) $12,281 $7,065 $12,473
Exports (DOC, millions, February year-to-date total) $2,431 $1,165 $2,472

U.S. Economic Indicators:
Employment (BLS, thousands) 138,298 138,301 137,300
Unemployment rate (BLS) 5.7 5.6 5.8
Industrial production index (FRB, 1997=100) 114.6 113.8 111.6
Consumer price index (BLS, 1982-84=100) 186.2 185.2 184.9
Producer price index (BLS, 1982=100) 141.8 141.6 137.8
Personal income (DOC, billions) $9,363.9 $9,256.3 $8,981.3
Disposable personal income (DOC, billions) $8,349.4 $8,317.8 $7,935.6
Disposable personal income per capita (DOC) $28,575 $28,540 $27,425
Housing starts (DOC, millions, thousands, seasonally adjusted) 1,855 1,932 1,640
Operating rates — all industries (FRB) 76.6 76.1 75.4

+ Preliminary    ++ Revised
*Textile mill numbers include yarns, spinning, texturing, throwing and twisting, and all types of fabrics and finishing.
**Textile products numbers include carpet and rugs, curtains, draperies, other home textiles, canvas, tire cord, and fabric and textile bags.


