
Chinese shipments — is
virtually certain. On the
other hand, putting spe-
cific import numbers on
any such agreement isn’t
easy. Odds would seem to
favor a final pact along
the lines of the recent

deal with the European
Union — one that limits
future Beijing-to-EU
shipment gains to speci-
fied category-by-category
percentages. Any such
agreement would clearly
rule out any repeat of our

huge import gains of
recent months. Another
plus: A US-China deal
would also assure our
continuing exports of cot-
ton, other textile raw
materials and textile/
apparel manufacturing

equipment to Chinese
manufacturers.

Finally, an agreement
would return some stability
and predictability to an
industry that has been in a
constant state of turmoil
for nearly a year now.
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Textile Barometers See www.TTeexxttiilleeWWoorrlldd.com for expanded textile industry financial news.

Latest Previous Year 
U.S. Textile Indicators: Month+ Month++ Ago
Textile mill employment (Bureau of Labor Statistics, thousands) 220.1 222.3 238.1
Mill product employment (BLS, thousands) 176.8 177.4 177.6
Textile mill production workers (BLS, thousands) 176.0 178.2 194.5
Mill product production workers (BLS, thousands) 141.9 143.3 142.5
Textile mill weekly earnings (BLS) $496.84 $488.50 $489.24
Mill product weekly earnings (BLS) $457.08 $446.04 $442.34
Textile mill weekly hours worked (BLS) 40.1 40.1 40.5
Mill product weekly hours worked (BLS) 39.0 38.3 38.8
Textile production index (Federal Reserve Board, 1997=100) 75.1 74.3 76.8
Textile capacity utilization (FRB) 76.9 75.8 74.8
Producer price index, textiles & apparel (BLS, 1982=100) 122.5 122.8 120.9
Man-made fibers (1982=100) 112.3 112.8 107.0
Processed yarns & threads (1982=100) 111.1 111.4 109.7
Greige fabrics (1982=100) 115.1 114.8 113.3
Finished fabrics (1982=100) 124.1 124.3 121.0
Home furnishings (1982=100) 122.8 123.3 123.4
Carpet (1982=100) 146.8 145.9 137.3

*Manufacturers’ textile mill sales (Dept. of Commerce, millions) $3,313 $3,441 $3,713
**Manufacturers’ textile product sales (DOC, millions) $2,844 $2,818 $2,762
Manufacturers’ textile mill inventories (DOC, millions) $4,164 $4,211 $3,781
Manufacturers’ textile product inventories (DOC, millions) $3,671 $3,693 $3,599
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile mills 1.26 1.22 1.37
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile products 1.29 1.31 1.30
Clothing & accessories retail sales (DOC, millions, seasonally adjusted) $16,650 $16,649 $15,614
Stock price index (Standard & Poor’s, 1994=100) 215.2 204.4 164.5
Imports (DOC, millions, July year-to-date total) $50,579 $42,366 $46,232
Exports (DOC, millions, July year-to-date total) $9,688 $8,370 $9,429

U.S. Economic Indicators:
Employment (BLS, thousands) 142,499 142,076 139,658
Unemployment rate (BLS) 4.9 5.0 5.4
Industrial production index (FRB, 1997=100) 119.4 119.4 115.9
Consumer price index (BLS, 1982-84=100) 195.4 194.5 189.3
Producer price index (BLS, 1982=100) 156.2 154.1 147.6
Personal income (DOC, billions) $10,232.2 $10,089.2 $9,614.3
Disposable personal income (DOC, billions) $9,020.1 $9,001.7 $8,439.1
Disposable personal income per capita (DOC) $30,434 $30,147 $29,231
Housing starts (DOC, millions, thousands, seasonally adjusted) 2,004 2,004 1,827
Operating rates — all industries (FRB) 79.7 79.8 78.3

+ Preliminary    ++ Revised
*Textile mill numbers include yarns, spinning, texturing, throwing and twisting, and all types of fabrics and finishing.
**Textile products numbers include carpet and rugs, curtains, draperies, other home textiles, canvas, tire cord, and fabric and textile bags.

                


