
that even if the yuan did
rise appreciably, it’s doubt-
ful whether major import
relief would be forthcom-
ing. Indeed, these doubters
feel China’s cost advantage
over the United States
would remain fairly

impressive even if the yuan
were to climb 20 percent
against the dollar. More-
over, to the extent China
would lose some of its
competitive edge, other
low-cost producers in Asia
and Latin America would

probably pick up most of
the slack. Upshot: While
most world-class US firms
are likely to survive, their
portion of the overall
domestic market seems all
but certain to continue
falling. Generally speaking,

declines will tend to be the
most precipitous in the
apparel rather than the tex-
tile sector — with perhaps
domestic slippage of 5 per-
cent or more in real or vol-
ume terms likely over each
of the next three years.

Business & Financial

TTWW

Textile World NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2005 17

Textile Barometers See www.TTeexxttiilleeWWoorrlldd.com for expanded textile industry financial news.

Latest Previous Year 
U.S. Textile Indicators: Month+ Month++ Ago
Textile mill employment (Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), thousands) 221.4 221.7 237.3
Mill product employment (BLS, thousands) 178.7 177.9 177.8
Textile mill production workers (BLS, thousands) 174.7 175.0 193.0
Mill product production workers (BLS, thousands) 145.2 144.4 142.7
Textile mill weekly earnings (BLS) $497.60 $498.40 $488.78
Mill product weekly earnings (BLS) $452.40 $457.20 $444.66
Textile mill weekly hours worked (BLS) 39.8 39.9 40.2
Mill product weekly hours worked (BLS) 38.3 38.5 39.1
Textile production index (Federal Reserve Board (FRB), 1997=100) 74.0 74.8 76.4
Textile capacity utilization (FRB) 76.2 76.7 74.8
Producer price index, textiles & apparel (BLS, 1982=100) 122.5 122.5 120.8

Man-made fibers (1982=100) 112.9 112.3 106.9
Processed yarns & threads (1982=100) 110.6 111.1 109.4
Greige fabrics (1982=100) 115.1 115.1 112.5
Finished fabrics (1982=100) 124.1 124.1 121.0
Home furnishings (1982=100) 122.9 122.8 123.4
Carpet (1982=100) 146.7 146.8 138.8

*Manufacturers’ textile mill sales (Dept. of Commerce (DOC), millions) $3,228 $3,322 $3,674
**Manufacturers’ textile product sales (DOC, millions) $2,841 $2,829 $2,802
Manufacturers’ textile mill inventories (DOC, millions) $4,066 $4,142 $4,572
Manufacturers’ textile product inventories (DOC, millions) $3,691 $3,670 $3,608
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile mills 1.26 1.25 1.24
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile products 1.30 1.30 1.29
Clothing & accessories retail sales (DOC, millions, seasonally adjusted) $16,673 $16,712 $15,771
Stock price index (Standard & Poor’s, 1994=100) 208.1 215.2 166.6
Imports (DOC, millions,September year-to-date total) $67,724 $50,579 $62,430
Exports (DOC, millions, August year-to-date total) $11,139 $9,688 $10,843

U.S. Economic Indicators:
Employment (BLS, thousands) 142,432 142,449 139,527
Unemployment rate (BLS) 5.1 4.9 5.4
Industrial production index (FRB, 1997=100) 119.7 119.5 116.1
Consumer price index (BLS, 1982-84=100) 196.4 195.4 189.6
Producer price index (BLS, 1982=100) 157.3 156.2 147.9
Personal income (DOC, billions) $10,221.2 $10,073.4 $9,614.3
Disposable personal income (DOC, billions) $9,008.6 $8,902.0 $8,580.3
Disposable personal income per capita (DOC) $30,395 $30,103 $29,231
Housing starts (DOC, thousands, seasonally adjusted) 2,000 2,035 2,025
Operating rates — all industries (FRB) 79.8 79.8 78.3

+ Preliminary    ++ Revised
*Textile mill numbers include yarns, spinning, texturing, throwing and twisting, and all types of fabrics and finishing.
**Textile products numbers include carpet and rugs, curtains, draperies, other home textiles, canvas, tire cord, and fabric and textile bags.

                


