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kle-proof pants; khakis
that absorb body heat; and
shirt fabrics that stop
sweat stains from show-
ing. Then there are new
entries that resist fading,
wrinkling, shrinking and
staining after multiple
launderings — plus new

wrinkle-resistant washable
suits in blends of poly-
ester, wool and spandex
that can be laundered at
home and still look fresh
and crisp. Other break-
throughs: non-dry-clean
fabrics that repel all types
of insects and are effective

for 25 washings; antimi-
crobial yarns for odor con-
trol; improved stretch fab-
rics for activewear; and
new nonwovens made
from a broad array of engi-
neered fiber and polymer-
based materials. 

Natural fibers aren’t

being ignored either. 
Thus, there are new
woolens that offer 
washability and greater
comfort, as well as 
denims that are washed
and treated to create the
appearance of non-denim
khaki constructions.
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Textile Barometers See www.TTeexxttiilleeWWoorrlldd.com for expanded textile industry financial news.

Latest Previous Year 
U.S. Textile Indicators: Month+ Month++ Ago
Textile mill employment (Bureau of Labor Statistics, thousands) 235.8 235.9 265.6
Mill product employment (BLS, thousands) 182.9 181.2 182.7
Textile mill production workers (BLS, thousands) 193.8 193.9 220.6
Mill product production workers (BLS, thousands) 147.1 145.4 143.5
Textile mill weekly earnings (BLS) $485.62 $482.30 $461.27
Mill product weekly earnings (BLS) $427.12 $435.07 $432.57
Textile mill weekly hours worked (BLS) 40.1 39.4 38.5
Mill product weekly hours worked (BLS) 38.2 38.3 39.1
Textile production index (Federal Reserve Board, 1997=100) 74.9 74.1 78.0
Textile capacity utilization (FRB) 71.2 70.3 71.7
Producer price index, textiles & apparel (BLS, 1982=100) 120.2 119.7 119.3

Man-made fibers (1982=100) 105.7 105.2 106.4
Processed yarns & threads (1982=100) 107.7 107.4 103.6
Greige fabrics (1982=100) 111.7 111.1 110.8
Finished fabrics (1982=100) 120.4 120.2 119.8
Home furnishings (1982=100) 123.1 123.0 122.4
Carpet (1982=100) 133.3 127.9 132.4

*Manufacturers’ textile mill sales (Dept. of Commerce, millions) $3,405 $3,392 $3,223
**Manufacturers’ textile product sales (DOC, millions) $3,101 $3,165 $2,833
Manufacturers’ textile mill inventories (DOC, millions) $4,879 $4,908 $5,075
Manufacturers’ textile product inventories (DOC, millions) $5,109 $5,100 $5,019
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile mills 1.43 1.45 1.57
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile products 1.65 1.61 1.77
Clothing & accessories retail sales (DOC, millions, seasonally adjusted) $15,711 $15,570 $14,719
Stock price index (Standard & Poor’s, 1994=100) 165.4 159.6 133.6
Imports (DOC, millions, March year-to-date total) $24,885 $18,937 $24,393
Exports (DOC, millions, March year-to-date total) $5,321 $3,902 $5,264

U.S. Economic Indicators:
Employment (BLS, thousands) 138,772 138,576 137,505
Unemployment rate (BLS) 5.6 5.6 6.1
Industrial production index (FRB, 1997=100) 115.4 114.5 110.1
Consumer price index (BLS, 1982-84=100) 188.0 187.4 183.8
Producer price index (BLS, 1982=100) 144.5 142.7 136.8
Personal income (DOC, billions) $9,518.3 $9,381.0 $9,048.7
Disposable personal income (DOC, billions) $8,527.1 $8,363.3 $8,039.2
Disposable personal income per capita (DOC) $29,119 $28,623 $27,720
Housing starts (DOC, millions, thousands, seasonally adjusted) 1,969 2,011 1,637
Operating rates — all industries (FRB) 76.9 76.5 74.2

+ Preliminary    ++ Revised
*Textile mill numbers include yarns, spinning, texturing, throwing and twisting, and all types of fabrics and finishing.
**Textile products numbers include carpet and rugs, curtains, draperies, other home textiles, canvas, tire cord, and fabric and textile bags.


