
uation of the Chinese yuan,
continuing strong US pres-
sure to impose new quotas
in sectors seriously threat-
ening the viability of the
domestic industry, Chinese
steps to arbitrarily limit
exports of certain categories

of goods, and reduced sub-
sidization of China’s textile
and apparel industries.

On the latter score,
China seems to be at least
taking a small step with its
recent decision to impose
modest tariffs on some

outgoing textile and
apparel shipments. Clearly,
this could nudge up prices
of the affected products.

Since such duties would
be based on the number of
items that are exported
rather than on their value,

the move also could
encourage China’s mills to
move toward higher-priced
products.This, in turn,
could limit the likelihood of
China taking over the lion’s
share of the world’s mass
textile and apparel markets.
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Textile Barometers See www.TTeexxttiilleeWWoorrlldd.com for expanded textile industry financial news.

Latest Previous Year 
US Textile Indicators: Month+ Month++ Ago
Textile mill employment (Bureau of Labor Statistics, thousands) 231.3 233.0 245.1
Mill product employment (BLS, thousands) 179.9 180.2 175.2
Textile mill production workers (BLS, thousands) 187.8 189.1 202.5
Mill product production workers (BLS, thousands) 143.3 143.6 139.3
Textile mill weekly earnings (BLS) $482.36 $481.93 $485.62
Mill product weekly earnings (BLS) $450.04 $450.38 $456.27
Textile mill weekly hours worked (BLS) 39.6 39.8 40.0
Mill product weekly hours worked (BLS) 38.9 39.1 40.0
Textile production index (Federal Reserve Board, 1997=100) 74.5 73.9 76.2
Textile capacity utilization (FRB) 72.1 71.4 72.1
Producer price index, textiles & apparel (BLS, 1982=100) 121.5 121.2 119.7

Man-made fibers (1982=100) 107.5 107.1 106.0
Processed yarns & threads (1982=100) 110.0 109.5 103.9
Greige fabrics (1982=100) 113.8 113.5 111.4
Finished fabrics (1982=100) 121.1 120.8 121.1
Home furnishings (1982=100) 123.4 123.1 122.4
Carpet (1982=100) 139.4 138.3 134.9

*Manufacturers’ textile mill sales (Dept. of Commerce, millions) $3,446 $3,485 $3,370
**Manufacturers’ textile product sales (DOC, millions) $3,167 $3,130 $2,960
Manufacturers’ textile mill inventories (DOC, millions) $4,762 $4,810 $5,023
Manufacturers’ textile product inventories (DOC, millions) $5,262 $5,230 $5,031
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile mills 1.38 1.38 1.49
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile products 1.66 1.67 1.70
Clothing & accessories retail sales (DOC, millions, seasonally adjusted) $16,066 $16,090 $15,306
Stock price index (Standard & Poor’s, 1994=100) 167.2 168.3 150.2
Imports (DOC, millions, October year-to-date total) $69,822 $62,128 $66,226
Exports (DOC, millions, October year-to-date total) $13,723 $12,233 $13,301

US Economic Indicators:
Employment (BLS, thousands) 140,261 139,778 138,533
Unemployment rate (BLS) 5.4 5.5 5.9
Industrial production index (FRB, 1997=100) 117.6 116.8 111.8
Consumer price index (BLS, 1982-84=100) 190.9 189.9 185.0
Producer price index (BLS, 1982=100) 149.8 147.7 138.9
Personal income (DOC, billions) $9,671.7 $9,592.7 $9,209.3
Disposable personal income (DOC, billions) $8,627.4 $8,562.1 $8,267.6
Disposable personal income per capita (DOC) $29,319 $29,172 $28,368
Housing starts (DOC, millions, thousands, seasonally adjusted) 2,027 1,905 1,983
Operating rates — all industries (FRB) 77.7 77.3 75.0

+ Preliminary    ++ Revised
*Textile mill numbers include yarns, spinning, texturing, throwing and twisting, and all types of fabrics and finishing.
**Textile products numbers include carpet and rugs, curtains, draperies, other home textiles, canvas, tire cord, and fabric and textile bags.


