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seconded by analysts at
Global Insight, an eco-
nomic consulting firm,
who put the basic mill
shipment decline in real 
or deflated terms at only
around 2.5 percent. When
it comes to mill products,
they’re even more upbeat,

actually seeing a fractional
0.4-percent gain. 

Apparel losses also
should shrink, to only
around 1.6 percent. 
Still further confirmation
comes from top purchas-
ing executives responding
to the latest annual Insti-

tute of Supply Manage-
ment survey. These 
people, who are in the
forefront in planning 
for 2004 material, labor
and equipment needs, 
list textiles as one of the
industries expected to see
a greater-than-3-percent

nominal growth in 
revenues during the
upcoming year. This
could be a bit optimistic,
but this is the first time 
in many years that these
industrial buyers are
putting textiles back 
into the plus column.
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Textile Barometers See www.TTeexxttiilleeWWoorrlldd.com for expanded textile industry financial news.

Latest Previous Year 
U.S. Textile Indicators: Month+ Month++ Ago
Textile mill employment (Bureau of Labor Statistics, thousands) 253.8 255.6 286.8
Mill product employment (BLS, thousands) 179.4 179.3 194.9
Textile mill production workers (BLS, thousands) 208.6 210.4 239.4
Mill product production workers (BLS, thousands) 142.6 142.5 154.3
Textile mill weekly earnings (BLS) $486.81 $470.37 $469.57
Mill product weekly earnings (BLS) $462.76 $460.16 $426.20
Textile mill weekly hours worked (BLS) 39.9 39.3 40.1
Mill product weekly hours worked (BLS) 40.5 40.5 38.7
Textile production index (Federal Reserve Board, 1997=100) 75.5 74.9 81.3
Textile capacity utilization (FRB) 70.5 69.7 74.9
Producer price index, textiles & apparel (BLS, 1982=100) 119.7 119.5 120.0

Man-made fibers (1982=100) 106.0 106.4 106.3
Processed yarns & threads (1982=100) 103.4 103.5 102.5
Greige fabrics (1982=100) 111.6 110.1 111.9
Finished fabrics (1982=100) 121.1 121.1 121.3
Home furnishings (1982=100) 122.2 122.2 122.2
Carpet (1982=100) 135.1 134.0 131.0

*Manufacturers’ textile mill sales (Dept. of Commerce, millions) $3,383 $3,270 $3,501
**Manufacturers’ textile product sales (DOC, millions) $3,013 $2,964 $2,850
Manufacturers’ textile mill inventories (DOC, millions) $5,027 $5,112 $4,977
Manufacturers’ textile product inventories (DOC, millions) $4,991 $5,024 $4,931
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile mills 1.49 1.56 1.42
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile products 1.66 1.70 1.73
Clothing & accessories retail sales (DOC, millions, seasonally adjusted) $15,230 $15,071 $14,409
Stock price index (Standard & Poor’s, 1994=100) 150.2 142.1 141.2
Imports (DOC, millions, October year-to-date total) $72,935 $64,947 $67,144
Exports (DOC, millions, October year-to-date total) $13,091 $11,675 $13,389

U.S. Economic Indicators:
Employment (BLS, thousands) 138,603 138,014 136,542
Unemployment rate (BLS) 5.9 6.0 5.9
Industrial production index (FRB, 1997=100) 111.8 111.3 111.1
Consumer price index (BLS, 1982-84=100) 185.0 185.2 181.4
Producer price index (BLS, 1982=100) 139.4 138.5 133.1
Personal income (DOC, billions) $9,248.6 $9,156.0 $8,958.9
Disposable personal income (DOC, billions) $8,266.1 $8,073.4 $7,859.9
Disposable personal income per capita (DOC) $28,440 $27,855 $27,313
Housing starts (DOC, millions, thousands, seasonally adjusted) 1,960 1,905 1,653
Operating rates — all industries (FRB) 75.0 74.8 75.4

+ Preliminary    ++ Revised
*Textile mill numbers include yarns, spinning, texturing, throwing and twisting, and all types of fabrics and finishing.
**Textile products numbers include carpet and rugs, curtains, draperies, other home textiles, canvas, tire cord, and fabric and textile bags.


