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sale prices for retailers
and other importers by
substantial amounts.
Industry spokesman Peter
McGrath of the National
Retail Federation’s Inter-
national Trade Advisory
Committee puts the
wholesale cost drop at

anywhere from 8 percent
to 18 percent between
2005 and 2006. This, in
turn, is bound to eventu-
ally translate into lower
apparel retail prices. How
much, of course, depends
on competitive pressures.
But there are some ball-

park estimates — Frank
Badillo, chief economist 
at consultancy Retail 
Forward Inc., sees retail
apparel tags falling about
4 percent annually over
the next few years. These
lower apparel quotes
should also make it

increasingly difficult for
the basic textile industry 
to boost its fiber, yarn and
fabric prices, which are
expected to show only
fractional increases over
the next few years — well
under the expected gener-
al inflation rate.
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Textile Barometers See www.TTeexxttiilleeWWoorrlldd.com for expanded textile industry financial news.

Latest Previous Year 
U.S. Textile Indicators: Month+ Month++ Ago
Textile mill employment (Bureau of Labor Statistics, thousands) 234.7 236.0 262.9
Mill product employment (BLS, thousands) 179.9 181.7 181.6
Textile mill production workers (BLS, thousands) 192.7 194.0 218.7
Mill product production workers (BLS, thousands) 144.1 145.9 142.0
Textile mill weekly earnings (BLS) $488.43 $486.02 $464.08
Mill product weekly earnings (BLS) $438.36 $432.38 $440.82
Textile mill weekly hours worked (BLS) 40.1 40.1 38.8
Mill product weekly hours worked (BLS) 38.7 38.6 39.0
Textile production index (Federal Reserve Board, 1997=100) 75.1 74.3 77.7
Textile capacity utilization (FRB) 71.6 70.6 71.7
Producer price index, textiles & apparel (BLS, 1982=100) 120.7 120.2 119.3

Man-made fibers (1982=100) 106.3 105.7 106.9
Processed yarns & threads (1982=100) 107.8 107.7 103.8
Greige fabrics (1982=100) 112.6 111.7 112.2
Finished fabrics (1982=100) 120.5 120.4 120.3
Home furnishings (1982=100) 123.1 123.1 122.4
Carpet (1982=100) 134.8 133.3 132.5

*Manufacturers’ textile mill sales (Dept. of Commerce, millions) $3,482 $3,431 $3,165
**Manufacturers’ textile product sales (DOC, millions) $3,117 $3,100 $2,860
Manufacturers’ textile mill inventories (DOC, millions) $4,872 $4,877 $5,096
Manufacturers’ textile product inventories (DOC, millions) $5,099 $5,097 $5,019
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile mills 1.40 1.42 1.61
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile products 1.64 1.64 1.75
Clothing & accessories retail sales (DOC, millions, seasonally adjusted) $15,738 $15,816 $14,846
Stock price index (Standard & Poor’s, 1994=100) 168.2 165.4 136.4
Imports (DOC, millions, May year-to-date total) $30,644 $24,885 $30,122
Exports (DOC, millions, May year-to-date total) $6,751 $5,321 $6,649

U.S. Economic Indicators:
Employment (BLS, thousands) 139,031 138,772 137,673
Unemployment rate (BLS) 5.6 5.6 6.3
Industrial production index (FRB, 1997=100) 116.9 115.7 110.0
Consumer price index (BLS, 1982-84=100) 189.1 188.0 183.4
Producer price index (BLS, 1982=100) 146.6 144.5 136.7
Personal income (DOC, billions) $9,522.5 $9,381.0 $9,048.7
Disposable personal income (DOC, billions) $8,531.2 $8,363.3 $8,039.2
Disposable personal income per capita (DOC) $29,133 $28,623 $27,720
Housing starts (DOC, millions, thousands, seasonally adjusted) 1,967 1,981 1,748
Operating rates — all industries (FRB) 77.8 77.1 74.1

+ Preliminary    ++ Revised
*Textile mill numbers include yarns, spinning, texturing, throwing and twisting, and all types of fabrics and finishing.
**Textile products numbers include carpet and rugs, curtains, draperies, other home textiles, canvas, tire cord, and fabric and textile bags.


