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T
he Brazilian textile and apparel
industry comprises more than
30,000 companies in the textile
and apparel sectors, generating

some 14 million to 15 million jobs,
both direct and indirect. Brazil is
among the top 10 textile industry
markets worldwide and among the
top five as an apparel producer.

The Federative Republic of Brazil
is the largest country in South Amer-
ica, and one of the richest countries
in terms of natural resources, envi-
ronment and wildlife. The Federation
is formed by the union of the Federal
District and 26 states.

Bright Future
Today, the Brazilian economy is

the world’s eighth-largest by nominal
gross domestic product (GDP) and
the 10th-largest by purchasing power.
The country is one of the largest
domestic markets in the world and
one of the fastest-growing economies

today. That’s why it is a member of
the G20, but also a member of the
United Nations and the Southern
Common Market (MERCOSUR).

In the first half of 2010, more than
1.5 million jobs were created, a
record high. During the same period
in 2009, the Brazilian economy gen-
erated only 299,000 jobs owing to the
international financial crisis. The
government believes the Brazilian
economy will create a total of 2.5
million jobs in 2010.

The Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development
(OECD) predicts an economic
growth rate of 6.5 percent in 2010 for
Brazil — higher than the previous
estimate of 4.8 percent. For 2011, the
economy is expected to grow 4.5 per-
cent. The effects of the international
financial crisis caused the economy
to contract by 0.2 percent in 2009.

The OECD is not the only institu-
tion to predict a high growth rate for

Brazil in 2010. In the most recent
Focus market survey, the Brazilian
financial sector projected 6.46-per-
cent growth for this year. The Brazil-
ian government’s most recent
estimate is 5.5-percent growth.
According to the OECD, Russia,
India and China — the other coun-
tries in the BRIC group — are under-
going a solid expansion as well, and
will register positive figures this year.

Big Cotton And 
Textile Producer

Brazil is the fifth-largest producer
of cotton, after China, India, the
United States and Pakistan (See Table
1). The yield per hectare of cotton is
rather high in Brazil, especially in the
state of Mato Grosso. 

The Brazilian textile industry is
constantly growing owing to the
acquisition of modern equipment and
technical development applied to
production, and also the promotion

Brazil boasts an
expanding textile and
apparel industry and

one of the fastest-
growing economies

worldwide.

By Jürg Rupp, 
Executive Editor

World Cotton Production
(Millions of 480-pound bales)

2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11
July

China 35.5 37.0 36.7 32.5 33.0
India 21.8 24.0 22.6 23.5 25.0
United States 21.6 19.2 12.8 12.2 18.3
Pakistan 9.9 8.6 8.7 9.6 10.2
Brazil 7.0 7.4 5.5 5.8 7.0
Uzbekistan 5.4 5.4 4.6 4.0 4.8
Turkey 1.4 0.6 1.5 1.6 2.2
Australia 3.8 3.1 1.9 1.8 2.1
African Franc Zone 3.4 2.3 2.2 2.0 1.7
EU-27 1.6 1.7 1.2 1.0 1.4
Turkmenistan 1.2 1.3 1.4 1.3 1.3
Greece 1.4 1.6 1.2 0.9 1.2
Syria 1.0 1.1 1.1 1.0 1.0
Argentina 0.8 0.7 0.6 0.8 0.9
Burkina Faso 1.3 0.7 0.9 0.7 0.9
Rest of World 7.7 7.4 6.3 5.5 6.3
World Total 122.0 119.8 107.2 102.5 114.3

Table 1 Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
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Job Name:  Synapse Prepare Job
Job Number:  V14
Proof Due:  Thu, Jul 4, 2002
Final Due:  Thu, Aug 29, 2002
Company:  Synapse Prepare Inc.
Contact:  Todd
Address:  18 PDF Lane
City:  Albertville
State:  BC  Zip:     Country:   
Office Phone:  555-555-1212
Email:  todd@synapseinc.com
Notes:  Please call if you have questions about this job
�


