
have left these industries in
a lot better shape — in large
part because most of the
paring has involved old and,
more often than not, rela-
tively obsolete facilities.The
resulting increase in indus-
try productivity tells the

story.Thus, efficiency has
increased at a 2- to 3-per-
cent annual rate over recent
years — large enough to
enable most domestic firms
to survive and even remain
tolerably profitable in today’s
hotly competitive market.

The one big downside to
these productivity gains has
been the sharp declines in
the textile and apparel work-
forces. Indeed, assume a
low-end 2-percent average
annual rate of productivity
gain over the past 10 years,

and more than 200,000 tex-
tile and apparel industry
jobs were probably elimi-
nated owing to increased
efficiency.That’s close to 30
percent of these two indus-
tries’overall job shrinkage
over that period.
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Textile Barometers See www.TTeexxttiilleeWWoorrlldd.com for expanded textile industry financial news.

Latest Previous Year 
US Textile Indicators: Month+ Month++ Ago
Textile mill employment (Bureau of Labor Statistics, thousands) 124.9 123.9 122.8
Mill product employment (BLS, thousands) 123.1 123.0 124.9
Textile mill weekly earnings (BLS) $563.75 $535.38 $507.60
Mill product weekly earnings (BLS) $453.39 $448.90 $429.31
Textile mill weekly hours worked (BLS) 41.4 41.0 37.8
Mill product weekly hours worked (BLS) 38.2 37.7 38.3
Textile mill production (Federal Reserve Board, 2007=100) 81.1 78.4 67.1
Textile product production (FRB, 2007=100) 79.1 77.7 74.5
Textile capacity utilization (FRB) 69.0 66.9 57.3
Producer price index, textiles & apparel (BLS, 1982=100) 131.7 131.9 129.4

Man-made fibers (1982=100) 113.3 114.2 114.6
Processed yarns & threads (1982=100) 129.7 130.2 119.0
Greige fabrics (1982=100) 130.0 128.6 127.3
Finished fabrics (1982=100) 138.4 137.8 134.5
Home furnishings (1982=100) 131.3 131.4 128.9
Carpet (1982=100) 170.5 172.4 167.6

Import price index, textile & fabrics (BLS, Dec. 2005=100) 115.0 115.4 113.1
Import price index, textile mill products (BLS, Dec. 2005=100) 103.5 102.2 99.4
*Manufacturers’ textile mill sales (Dept. of Commerce, millions) $2,402 $2,396 $2,083
**Manufacturers’ textile product sales (DOC, millions) $1,879 $1,919 $1,755
Manufacturers’ textile mill inventories (DOC, millions) $3,039 $3,026 $3,276
Manufacturers’ textile product inventories (DOC, millions) $2,933 $2,892 $2,812
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile mills 1.27 1.26 1.57
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile products 1.56 1.51 1.60
Clothing & accessories retail sales (DOC, millions, seasonally adjusted) $17,988 $18,108 $17,333
Imports (DOC, millions, June year-to-date total) $41,636 $26,375 $37,554
Exports (DOC, millions, June year-to-date total) $7,832 $5,058 $6,514

US Economic Indicators:
Employment (BLS, thousands) 138,960 139,919 139,817
Unemployment rate (BLS) 9.5 9.5 9.4
Industrial production index (FRB, 2002=100) 93.4 92.5 86.7
Consumer price index (BLS, 1982-84=100) 218.0 218.2 215.7
Producer price index (BLS, 1982=100) 183.7 185.0 174.1
Personal income (DOC, billions) $12,485.7 $12,361.8 $12,203.4
Disposable personal income (DOC, billions) $11,347.6 $11,225.0 $11,090.9
Disposable personal income per capita (DOC) $36,638 $36,313 $36,115
Housing starts (DOC, thousands, seasonally adjusted) 546 537 587
Operating rates — all industries (FRB) 74.8 74.1 69.1

+ Preliminary    ++ Revised
*Textile mill numbers include yarns, spinning, texturing, throwing and twisting, and all types of fabrics and finishing.
**Textile products numbers include carpet and rugs, curtains, draperies, other home textiles, canvas, tire cord, and fabric and textile bags.
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Job Name:  Synapse Prepare Job
Job Number:  V14
Proof Due:  Thu, Jul 4, 2002
Final Due:  Thu, Aug 29, 2002
Company:  Synapse Prepare Inc.
Contact:  Todd
Address:  18 PDF Lane
City:  Albertville
State:  BC  Zip:     Country:   
Office Phone:  555-555-1212
Email:  todd@synapseinc.com
Notes:  Please call if you have questions about this job
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