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Nearly all member companies of the
association have, among other prod-
ucts, machinery and/or components for
the production of technical textiles in
their portfolios. Some of them are
doing a substantial part of their sales
with these technologies. For others, the
contribution of this machinery to over-
all sales is small at the moment, but for
them, the objective is clear to increase
this share. Other members are com-
pletely focused on the nonwovens
machinery sector.

TTWW: What are the activities of the
sector group? How are these activities
organized, and what advantages does
the group offer its members?

Mayer: Sales support is an
important activity. The association

supports the member companies by
publishing buyer’s guides, one of
them dedicated to nonwovens
machinery. Information about the
portfolio of the members in this field
is offered via Internet reports and
press articles as well as by organized
symposia. Furthermore, members
have the opportunity to exchange
their experiences in the nonwovens
and technical textiles markets during
association meetings and events.
Members are provided with market
information by the association.

TTWW : What advantages does the
group offer the market?

Mayer: Well, the member com-
panies active in the nonwoven and
technical textiles sector are focused

on offering customers modern
machines and best technologies for
the production of textiles for new
applications. This is realized by offer-
ing tailor-made solutions.

TTWW: What advice do you have for an
interested party or producer of this sec-
tor’s products for making contact with
your members?

Mayer: A good information
source is the association’s Internet
sourcing service, which enables an
easy search for both products and
companies: www.vdma.org/textile/
sourcingservice. In addition, it is
worthwhile to check the website for
special reports on machinery for
technical textiles. Interested parties
are also welcome to order the new
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nonwovens machinery buyer’s guide edition listing prod-
ucts and suppliers.

Market Situation
TTWW: How do you see the current market situation?
Mayer: What the German textile machinery sector

experienced in 2008 was by far the strongest slump since
World War II. In the period from January to November
2008, altogether 45-percent fewer orders have been regis-
tered than in the respective period of 2007. In 2008, the
incoming orders were nearly halved. Overall exports
declined by 22 percent. A look at the five biggest markets
in 2007 — namely China, Turkey, India, Italy and the
USA — and their development in 2008 underlines how
missing orders affect production and delivery: The
exports to China decreased by 22 percent between Jan-
uary and November 2008 compared to the respective
period in 2007. With a fall in exports of 62 percent, the
Turkish market nearly collapsed. The deliveries to India
witnessed a downturn of 30 percent; and those to Italy, a
downturn of 23 percent. With a 29-percent rise in
exports, the US market performed well in 2008, especially
related to increased investments in nonwovens technolo-
gies. The nonwovens and technical textiles machinery
business generally performed better than other sectors. In
2008, the nonwovens machinery business reached
approximately the same level as in 2007. 

TTWW: Do members have some problems with the market
situation?

Mayer: Yes, of course. Numerous member companies
had to take drastic measures in the last months, such as
short-time work and even staff reductions.

TTWW: Looking into the crystal ball, how do you view the
coming years?

Mayer: This is a very difficult question. The uncertain-
ties in the finance markets and in the whole global econo-
my impede a well-founded prognosis at the moment. TTWW
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