
from the previous two
years, is actually above lev-
els prevailing through the
1998-2004 period. The
same is true when it comes
to profit margins.

Couple all this with a
cautiously optimistic earn-

ings forecast for the next
two years, and it’s all a
pretty good indication the
domestic textile industry is
alive and well. Also encour-
aging: Textile spending for
new plants and equipment
is holding up surprisingly

well. Recent estimates by
the National Council of
Textile Organizations indi-
cate capital outlays over
2007 came close to $1.4 bil-
lion — actually 2 percent or
so above the 2006 level.
This willingness to bet on

better days ahead is also
suggested by the fact that
industry executives have
not cut textile capacity by
nearly as much as might
have been expected on 
the basis of recent sharp
demand declines.
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TTeexxttiillee BBaarroommeetteerrss SSeeee wwwwww..TTeexxttiilleeWWoorrlldd..ccoomm ffoorr eexxppaannddeedd tteexxttiillee iinndduussttrryy ffiinnaanncciiaall nneewwss..

LLaatteesstt PPrreevviioouuss YYeeaarr 
UUSS TTeexxttiillee IInnddiiccaattoorrss:: MMoonntthh++ MMoonntthh++++ AAggoo
TTeexxttiillee mmiillll eemmppllooyymmeenntt (Bureau of Labor Statistics, thousands) 157.9 160.8 175.3
MMiillll pprroodduucctt eemmppllooyymmeenntt (BLS, thousands) 153.3 153.0 160.2
TTeexxttiillee mmiillll wweeeekkllyy eeaarrnniinnggss (BLS) $524.16 $513.98 $520.09
MMiillll pprroodduucctt wweeeekkllyy eeaarrnniinnggss (BLS) $466.50 $455.91 $468.47
TTeexxttiillee mmiillll wweeeekkllyy hhoouurrss wwoorrkkeedd (BLS) 38.9 39.0 40.4
MMiillll pprroodduucctt wweeeekkllyy hhoouurrss wwoorrkkeedd (BLS) 39.4 39.4 39.4
TTeexxttiillee mmiillll pprroodduuccttiioonn (Federal Reserve Board, 2002=100) 66.2 66.9 76.2
TTeexxttiillee pprroodduucctt pprroodduuccttiioonn (FRB, 2002=100) 87.6 87.5 91.5
TTeexxttiillee ccaappaacciittyy uuttiilliizzaattiioonn (FRB) 67.4 67.6 71.7
PPrroodduucceerr pprriiccee iinnddeexx,, tteexxttiilleess && aappppaarreell (BLS, 1982=100) 127.4 127.2 125.2

Man-made fibers (1982=100) 114.5 114.3 113.9
Processed yarns & threads (1982=100) 121.6 120.6 115.5
Greige fabrics (1982=100) 122.7 122.5 119.4
Finished fabrics (1982=100) 131.0 130.5 128.4
Home furnishings (1982=100) 126.3 126.2 124.8
Carpet (1982=100) 157.5 156.5 155.9

IImmppoorrtt pprriiccee iinnddeexx,, tteexxttiillee && ffaabbrriiccss (BLS, Dec. 2005=100) 111.0 111.2 104.7
IImmppoorrtt pprriiccee iinnddeexx,, tteexxttiillee mmiillll pprroodduuccttss (BLS, Dec. 2005=100) 101.4 101.2 100.7
**MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerrss’’ tteexxttiillee mmiillll ssaalleess (Dept. of Commerce, millions) $2,797 $2,853 $2,983
****MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerrss’’ tteexxttiillee pprroodduucctt ssaalleess (DOC, millions) $2,577 $2,618 $2,869
MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerrss’’ tteexxttiillee mmiillll iinnvveennttoorriieess (DOC, millions) $3,809 $3,824 $3,917
MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerrss’’ tteexxttiillee pprroodduucctt iinnvveennttoorriieess (DOC, millions) $3,474 $3,490 $3,549
IInnvveennttoorryy--ttoo--ssaalleess rraattiioo,, tteexxttiillee mmiillllss 1.36 1.34 1.31
IInnvveennttoorryy--ttoo--ssaalleess rraattiioo,, tteexxttiillee pprroodduuccttss 1.35 1.33 1.24
CCllootthhiinngg && aacccceessssoorriieess rreettaaiill ssaalleess (DOC, millions, seasonally adjusted) $18,605 $18,702 $18,903
IImmppoorrttss (DOC, millions, February year-to-date total) $15,104 $7,636 $15,189
EExxppoorrttss (DOC, millions, February year-to-date total) $2,593 $1,278 $2,522

UUSS EEccoonnoommiicc IInnddiiccaattoorrss::
EEmmppllooyymmeenntt (BLS, thousands) 145,969 145,993 146,145
UUnneemmppllooyymmeenntt rraattee (BLS) 5.1 4.8 4.4
IInndduussttrriiaall pprroodduuccttiioonn iinnddeexx (FRB, 2002=100) 111.9 112.5 110.5
CCoonnssuummeerr pprriiccee iinnddeexx (BLS, 1982-84=100) 211.7 211.1 203.5
PPrroodduucceerr pprriiccee iinnddeexx (BLS, 1982=100) 182.4 180.8 167.3
PPeerrssoonnaall iinnccoommee (DOC, billions) $11,856.6 $11,735.0 $11,200.2
DDiissppoossaabbllee ppeerrssoonnaall iinnccoommee (DOC, billions) $10,348.6 $10,245.2 $9,799.2
DDiissppoossaabbllee ppeerrssoonnaall iinnccoommee ppeerr ccaappiittaa (DOC) $34,128 $33,874 $32,626
HHoouussiinngg ssttaarrttss (DOC, millions, thousands, seasonally adjusted) 1,065 1,071 1,487
OOppeerraattiinngg rraatteess —— aallll iinndduussttrriieess (FRB) 80.4 81.0 80.9

+ Preliminary    ++ Revised
*Textile mill numbers include yarns, spinning, texturing, throwing and twisting, and all types of fabrics and finishing.
**Textile products numbers include carpet and rugs, curtains, draperies, other home textiles, canvas, tire cord, and fabric and textile bags.




